Evidence and Evaluation Form
Please complete the following table and make note of all evidence that you may wish to submit with this pack.  Please complete one form per one space. Once complete, please send this document to Jamie.vaniersel@croydon.gov.uk
If you need assistance in completing this form, please contact Jamie.vaniersel@crydon.gov.uk 
	1 General Information

	1.1
	Name and Address of Site
Some sites have several names, all known names should be given
	Additional evidence provided (Y/N/NA

	
	Rotary Field Recreation Ground
	Yes
	1.2
	Name of individual/organisation proposing site for designation

	
NA

	
	Purley and Woodcote Residents Association
	

	1.3
	Community Served by the potential Local Green Space
Does it serve a whole village, town or a particular geographical area, group of people
	Select

	
	Communities across the entire London Borough of Croydon visit events on the Rotary Field. On a daily 
Basis, communities in the south of the Borough use the Rotary Field; in particular those in Purley, South Croydon, Kenley, Coulsdon.

	

	1.4
	How far is the site from that community?
	Select

	
	The Rotary Field is immediately adjacent to, and is within easy walking distance from Purley town. The Rotary Field is also easily accessible by public transport being located on bus routes, 60, 166, 359, 407, 412, and 466

	

	1.5
	Are there any barriers to the local community accessing the site from their homes?
Railway line, main roads
	Select

	
	No. Whilst the Rotary Field is located on the north side of the A235 (Brighton Road) there are many 
traffic light controlled pedestrian crossings allowing for easy and safe crossing for those from the south side of the A235. The Rotary Field can also be accessed from Pampisford Road where on street parking is available.

	

	1.6
	Is the site “Local in character”?
Does it feel as though it is part of the local area? If so, why? How does it connect physically, visually and socially to the local area? What is your evidence?
	Yes

	
	The Rotary Field is very much local in character and inescapably part of the history of the local community. Evidence of local support for the Rotary Field comes from a survey of local residents undertaken in and around the Rotary Field on 6th, 13th July, where +80 signed questionnaires where completed. When asked, local residents speak of spending time at the Rotary Field at events such as the Fairs that visit at least twice per year, or playing ‘informal’ sports or relaxing. To illustrate the depth of feeling and longevity of support for the Rotary Field to remain a green space, adults who did this as children and now say they do the same with their children / grandchildren.

The Rotary Field was given to the people of Purley by the Purley Rotary Club in 1925 (although notwithstanding this the Purley Rotary Club’s desire to see the local community benefit as much as possible from the green space of the Rotary Field remained and in 1948 they provided the Rotary Field with seats, swings and the drinking fountain) Prior to this the Rotary Field was part of the 'World's First Railway Line', the Surrey Iron Railway, which was laid down in 1803 and ran here from Coulsdon through Purley to Wandsworth. Later in 1901, the Rotary Field was chosen to be the site of a permanent commemoration to Queen Victoria in the form of a drinking fountain erected in 1901. 

The Rotary Field is immediately adjacent to, and is within easy walking distance from Purley town. It is immediately adjacent to Christchurch Primary School and opposite Purley’s parish church. The Rotary Field is also easily accessible by public transport being located on bus routes, 60, 166, 359, 407, 412, and 466. 

The Rotary Field contains the only purpose built children’s play area in Purley (which is used extensively on a daily basis by pupils of the adjacent Christchurch Primary School), and also purpose built skateboarding equipment in the local area. No other site within reasonable proximity and with the same level of accessibility could house this equipment or provide these well used facilities. 

	

	1.7
	Is there a need for a local green space in this location?
Is there a shortage of accessible greenspace in the area? Natural England’s ‘Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard’ may assist in analysing this. 
	Select
	
	Yes. The Rotary Field is the only local green space within easy walking distance of Purley town and the only one with regular public transport access (being located on bus routes, 60, 166, 359, 407, 412, and 466). With the increased residential development in the local area, which mostly comprises flats with little or no garden space, the Rotary Field fulfils, now and even more so in the future, a vital role as a freely accessible green space which local residents, and their children, can visit to play and / or to relax. With specific reference to this changing built environment, respondents to the survey of local residence views about the Rotary Field, particularly highlighted the importance they put on the retention of the Rotary Field as a ‘green lung’ and a place to come to relax in an increasingly built up area. Some also linked the need for a green space with these attributes, such as the Rotary Field, to the benefit they have on people’s mental health, and the detrimental effect the lack of such spaces has on mental health. 

The Rotary field is also the only green space within easy access of Purley town which comes close to meeting Natural England’s ‘Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard’ that everyone should have green space of at least 2 hectares in size, no more than 300 metres (5 minutes walk) from home. The Rotary Field is 1.82 hectares in size.

	

	2 Demonstrably Special to a local community 
please indicate what evidence you have provided against each point

	2.1
	Evidence of support from broader community 
Surveys, petitions, collection of representations
	Yes

	
	A survey of local residents views about the Rotary Field was undertaken in and around the Field and adjacent town centre. The survey was undertaken by members of the Purley and Woodcote Residents Association. Over 2 one hour periods on 6th, 13th July over 80 local residents where interviewed for their views on the Rotary Field (signed survey sheets were collected from those interviewed). Of the respondents:
~20% reported using it more than once a week
~40% highlighted the children’s play area as an important reason for visiting, with many also expressing the wish that adult gym equipment (such as in Mellows Park, Wallington) should be introduced so they and other adults could keep as active as possible.
~50% highlighted the Fairs and other events, which could only be held in the area on the Rotary Field, as an important reason for visiting. Many also proposed that more community events should be held on it, similar (but not to the same scale) as Wandle Park is used for Pride and the Mela

	

	2.2
	Evidence of support from Community Groups/Associations
e.g. letter of support, meeting minutes
	Yes
	
	Letter of support from Purley Rotary Club
Letter of support from the Webb Estate
	

	2.3
	Evidence of support from community leaders
e.g. ward members, MPs
	Yes
	
	Letter of support from Ward Member Simon Hoar
Letter of support from MP Chris Philp
	

	2.4
	Evidence of support from other groups/organisations
e.g. Conservation Boards, Natural England, Sports Associations etc.
	Select
	
	
	

	3 Particular Local significance because of its Beauty
If this section is not relevant, please move forward. 
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, letters, surveys, petitions etc. 

	3.1
	Describe why the community feels that the site has a particular local significance for its beauty
	Select

	
	
	

	3.2
	Describe the site’s visibility
Is it easy to see from a public place? Are there any key vistas to or from the site?
	Select

	
	
	

	3.3
	Is the site covered by any landscape or similar designations?
Areas of outstanding natural beauty, conservation area, special landscape area
	Select

	
	
	

	3.4
	Is the site specifically mentioned in any relevant character assessments or similar documents?
Conservation area descriptions, local plan place chapters etc.
	Select

	
	The Rotary Field features in the Croydon Local Plan (October 2013), Local Green Spaces section (p109 – 223)
	

	3.5
	Is the site highlighted in literature or art?
In a poem, song, painting etc.
	Select

	
	
	

	4 Particular Local significance because of its Historic Significance
If this section is not relevant, please move forward
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, letters, historic maps, surveys, petitions etc.

	4.1
	Are there any historic buildings or remains on the site?
	Yes

	
	The Rotary Field was part of the 'World's First Railway Line', the Surrey Iron Railway, which was laid down in 1803 and ran here from Coulsdon through Purley to Wandworth. Later in 1901 the Rotary Field was chosen to be the site of a permanent commemoration to Queen Victoria in the form of a drinking fountain erected in 1901. 

The part played by Purley / the Rotary Field in the ‘World’s First Railway Line’ is now to be further honoured with the Rotary Field being chosen as the site for the soon to be installed, council funded, major civic artwork celebrating this event

	

	4.2
	Are there any important historic landscape features on the site?
Ancient trees, historic garden features etc.
	Select

	
	The track bed of the Surrey Iron Railway is visible on the Rotary Field
	

	4.3
	Did the site play an importance role in the historic development of the area?
The old garden of the manor house etc. 
	Yes

	
	The Rotary Field was part of the 'World's First Railway Line', the Surrey Iron Railway, which was laid down in 1803 and ran here from Coulsdon through Purley to Wandsworth. The part played in this important historic event by Purley / the Rotary Field is now to be further honoured with the Rotary Field being chosen as the site for the soon to be installed, council funded, major civic artwork celebrating this event. 

Later in 1901 the Rotary Field was chosen to be the site of a permanent commemoration to Queen Victoria in the form of a drinking fountain erected in 1901.

	

	4.4
	Did any important historic events take place on the site?
	Yes

	
	The Rotary Field was part of the 'World's First Railway Line', the Surrey Iron Railway, which was laid down in 1803 and ran here from Coulsdon through Purley to Wandsworth. The part played in this important historic event by Purley / the Rotary Field is now to be further honoured with the Rotary Field being chosen as the site for the soon to be installed council funded major civic artwork celebrating this event.

Later in 1901 the Rotary Field was chosen to be the site of a permanent commemoration to Queen Victoria in the form of a drinking fountain erected in 1901. 

Notwithstanding the Rotary Field being given to the people of Purley by the Purley Rotary Club in 1925 the connection between Purley Rotary Club and the Rotary Field remained very strong, including the desire to see the local community benefit as much as possible from the green space of the Rotary Field. In 1948 the Rotary Field was provided with seats, swings and the drinking fountain by Purley Rotary Club. Later, on 2nd March 1948, a Scarlet Oak tree (Quercus Coccinea) was planted and a plaque, by W B Shrubnell, installed in memory of Paul Harris (Rotary Founding Member). These are to be found near the now redundant Toilet Block. The Scarlet Oak tree was chosen because it is a native species of the countryside around Chicago - the birthplace of Rotary.

	

	4.5
	Do any historic events take place on the site?
Maypole dancing etc.
	Select

	
	
	

	5 Particular Local significance because of its Recreational Value
If this section is not relevant, please move forward
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, leaflets, advertisements, surveys, petitions etc.

	5.1
	Is the site used for playing sport? If so, what sport? For how long has it been played here? Is it free or under a club membership?
	Select

	
	The Rotary Field is used for ‘informal’ sports by local residents, including football, walking, skateboarding (on purpose built skateboarding equipment). The dedicated children’s play area is very popular.
	

	5.2
	Are the public able to physically access the site?
Is access on a discretionary basis? Is there disabled access? Are there any public rights of way etc.
	Select

	
	There is full public access to the site at all times (including disabled access). 
	

	5.3
	Is the site used by the local community for informal recreation? If so, since when?
Dog walking, sledging, ball games, yoga etc.
	Select

	
	The Rotary Field is used by the local community for informal recreation. The Purley and Woodcote Residence Association survey specifically asked local residents about their use of the Rotary Field. Walking (for one’s own exercise, and with dogs), informal exercise such as football, skateboarding, and sledging (when there has been snow) were all mentioned by respondents. Some respondents also proposed that adult gym equipment should be installed so they, and other adults, could keep as active as possible.

	

	6 Particular Local significance because of its Tranquillity
If this section is not relevant, please move forward
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, representations, surveys, petitions etc.

	6.1
	Describe why the site is considered to be tranquil
	Select

	
	~15% of respondents to the survey stated that they visited the Rotary Field to relax or ‘chill’. They said that, whilst not a ‘traditional’ tranquil location, the Rotary Field was exactly this for them when compared to Purley and the surrounding area generally. Many saw this as becoming more important with the increased development of the Purley area.

	

	6.2
	Is the site recognised as tranquil under the Campaign to Protect Rural England?
	Select

	
	
	

	7 Particular Local significance because of the Richness of its Wildlife
If this section is not relevant, please move forward
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, representations, surveys, petitions etc.

	7.1
	Is the site formally designated for its wildlife value?
Site of special scientific interest, key wildlife site etc.
	Select

	
	
	

	7.2
	Are there any important habitats or species found on the site?
	Select

	
	
	

	
	Is the site part of a long term study of wildflife by members of the local community?
Bird-breeding monitoring etc. 
	Select

	
	
	

	8 Particular Local significance because of any other reason
If this section is not relevant, please move forward
Evidence of each point will be useful and could be; photos, representations, surveys, petitions etc.

	8.1
	Are there any other reasons why the site has a particular local significance for the local community?
E.g. Community events held on the site, site used by school or other groups etc.
	Yes

	
	The Rotary Field hosts Fairs at least twice a year. These are well attended. No other site in this part of the Borough could host Fairs or the other community events that have taken place on the Rotary Field such as the Purley Festival, the Purley Classic Car show, or this year (2019) the ‘bouncy castle park’.

	


		


Appendix 1
Supporting Evidence

Section 1.1: Map of the Rotary Field and its immediate surroundings
Sections 1.6 and 2.1: The survey questionnaire 
Section 1.6: The Children’s Play Area and Skateboarding equipment  
Section 2.2: Letter of support from Purley Rotary Club and letter of support from the Webb Estate
Section 2.3: Letter of support from Ward Member Simon Hoar and letter of support from MP Chris Philp
Sections 4.1, 4.3 and 4.4: The council funded major civic artwork to be installed to celebrate the ‘World’s First Railway Line’ 
Section 8.1: Evidence of the Rotary Field hosting events such as the Purley Festival and Purley Classic Car Show and ‘bouncy castle park’
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17th July 2019

Andrew Gammie Esq.,
Planning Officer,
PWRA


Dear Andrew,

Local Green Spaces – Purely Rotary Field

I am writing in response to Croydon Borough Council’s call for evidence to support designation of the borough’s local green spaces as part of the Local Plan Partial Review.

With specific reference to Purely Rotary Field, Webb Estate Limited strongly supports the Rotary Field being given the highest possible protection as a Local Green Space. It is an invaluable local asset and an integral part of the fabric of Purely. It has a children’s play area and is used for diverse community activities and individual activities. I remember well as a teenager visiting the travelling fair and enjoying myself enormously. Many residents on the Webb Estate and their families visit the Rotary Field, particularly for local events.

Kind regards

Moira Fraser
(on behalf of Webb Estate Limited)
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To whom it concerns

It is a matter of record that Purley Rotary organized the purchase, via public subscription, of the Rotary Field on the Brighton Road, Purley, to ensure that a green space is permanently available to the local community. As such Purley Rotary expects the Rotary Field to be given the highest possible protection from future development as an outcome of the Local Plan Partial Review.

Tony Farrell
Purley Rotary
Community Liaison















Sections 8.1: Evidence of the Rotary Field hosting events such as the Purley Festival and Purley Classic Car Show and ‘bouncy castle park’ (1)
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Sections 8.1: Evidence of the Rotary Field hosting events such as the Purley Festival and Purley Classic Car Show and ‘bouncy castle park’ (2)
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Sections 4.1, 4.3 and 4.4: The council funded major civic artwork to be installed to celebrate the ‘World’s First Railway Line’ 
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Sections 1.1, 4.1, 4.3 and 4.4: Map of the Rotary Field and its immediate surroundings (Section 1.1). Location of the council funded major civic artwork to be installed to celebrate the ‘World’s First Railway Line’ (Sections 4.1, 4.3 and 4.4)
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[bookmark: _Hlk485855005]Sections 1.6 and 2.1: The survey questionnaire  
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Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association

PURLEY ROTARY FIELD QUESTIONNAIRE
Croydon Council Have started a review of the Croydon Local Plan. Included is a review of Croydon green spaces. The Council want to know how important and how often these green spaces are used and is looking to protect those that are particularly important against development, of which our Rotary Field is one. 
The Council are asking for evidence from local communities to support granting protection to our Rotary Field against development. 
· How often do you/your family visit the Rotary Field?

· What do you/your family visit the Rotary Field? (e.g. walking, sport, children’s play area, fairs)
Walking/Pets		_________
Exercise		_________
Children’s play area	_________
Events/Fairs etc		_________
Other?			_________

· Do you think that the Rotary Field is an important amenity for Purley residents?

Yes & why___________________________________________________

No__________________________________________________________

· If yes, why? (e.g., recreation, tranquil space, fairs and other special events)

· What could be done to make the Rotary Field an even more important amenity for Purley residents?

________________________________________________________________

	________________________________________________________________

Signature	_______________________________

Name		_______________________________		Date: - 6/7/2019


Section 1.6: The Children’s Play Area and Skateboarding equipment (1)
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Section 1.6: The Children’s Play Area and Skateboarding equipment (2)
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Additional Evidence – March 2020
[bookmark: _GoBack]At the request of London Borough of Croydon (LBC) we present the below as additional evidence to demonstrate beyond doubt that the Rotary Field should be officially designated as a Local Green Space. Additionally we also include relevant extracts from the Deed of Gift of the Rotary Field to what is now LBC showing the covenants protecting it from any development. These covenants are clearly enforceable as direct successors in title to the original parties exist today (namely LBC and Purley Rotary Club).
Extracts from Deed of Gift 
Covenants by the Urban District Council of Coulsdon and Purley (as the Donee of the land): 
"The Council will not use the said scheduled hereditaments for any purpose whatsoever other than those of a Recreation Ground provided however that the Council shall have power to close the said Ground and charge for admission thereto on not exceeding twelve days in any year and allow fetes to be held thereon in aid of charitable purposes."
And:
"The Council will not erect any buildings on the said Scheduled hereditaments other than a shelter for persons using the Recreation Ground and a caretaker's residence and offices thereto such caretaker's residence and offices to be erected in such position and in accordance with designs to be first  approved by the Commissioners' Surveyors whose fees for such approval shall be paid by the Council."
Use of the Rotary Field by Christchurch School
Mary Pike (Head Teacher of Christchurch) has provided the following details showing the importance of the Rotary Field as an irreplaceable open space for school activities and the overall health and well-being of children in the local area generally. 
· The Rotary Field is used by Year 1 (~ 60 children) for at least ½ hour per day for supervised educational nature walks.
· Approximately 3 times a week the Rotary Field is used as an additional ‘sports field’ by the school for such things as ‘cross-country runs’ which can not be held within the school grounds.
· The Head notes that the Rotary Field is extensively used by parents and children at the school, after school hours for informal recreation. She says that this is because so many children now live in flats (often with minimal or no amenity space) that this is the only open green space available to them, and which is easily accessible to them and their parents / guardians.     
Installation of Iron Horse Sculpture
The importance of the Rotary Field in the past, present, and future of Purley and its community was recently underlined by the, well attended, unveiling by the Mayor of the magnificent Iron Horse sculpture on 31st January 2020. 
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CROYDON COUNCIL

Clir. Simon Hoar

Purley and Woodcote Residents Association

19" July 2019

Dear PWRA
Re: Protection of Rotary Field, Purley

| am writing in response to the Council’s call for evidence in support of the Borough’s Green
Spaces as part of the Local Plan Partial Review.

With specific reference to the Rotary Field in Purley | strongly support it being given the
highest possible protection as a Green Space. The Rotary Field is an integral part of the fabric
of Purley where the local community can go for exercise and / or relax.

Furthermore, it is the only Green Space for the local community with a purpose built children’s
play area, purpose built skateboarding equipment, and of a size to be able to host Fairs and
other community events. No other site within reasonable proximity and with the same level of
accessibility could house this equipment or provide these well used facilities.

Rotary Field is an essential green space for Purley and one that was gifted to the then
Borough Council in 1925 on the condition that it remain in use as a public park and green
open space. This need remains as vital now as it did in 1925 and Rotary Field should be
granted every legal protection required to ensure its continued use for future generations.

Yours sincerely

OVl

Cllr. Simon Hoar

London Borough of Croydon

Purley Oaks and Riddlesdown ward

Shadow Cabinet Member for Transport. Environment and Air Quality

Members’ Room, Town Hall, Katharine Street, Croydon, CR0 1NX; simon.hoar@croydon.qov.uk
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Chris Philp MP
Member of Parliament for Croydon South
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Mr Andrew Gammie
Purley & Woodcote RA Planning Officer
28 Woodcrest Road
Purley
Surrey CR8 4JB
17t July 2019

Dear Mr Gammie,

Re: Croydon Council’s call for evidence in support of the Borough’s Green Spaces as part of
the Local Plan Partial Review.

Thank you for contacting me about the above call for evidence in relation to the Rotary Field
in Purley. May | start by saying that | am fully supportive of residents’ representations
seeking Local Green Space designation for the Rotary Field in Purley; it truly deserves the
highest possible green space protection.

| personally know that the Rotary Field is an integral part of the community fabric of Purley
and | have heard from a number of residents who really appreciate this attractive area and
who are keen for it to be a protected green space.

Itis the only local Green Space with a purpose-built children’s play area and a purpose-built
skateboarding area, both of which are very well used. In addition to this it is of a size and
shape which enables it to regularly host fairs and other community events.

As well as being close to the heart of Purley and the community which it serves, the Rotary
Field is very accessible and is an invaluable contributor to the local environment through
improved air quality.

In summary this green space is a Purley treasure; it offers physical recreation, social
interaction and a healthy environment. It impacts positively on mental wellbeing, social
networks and sustainable communities and is a green space which supports positive public
health.

Thank you for contacting me on this important issue and | fully support community
representations that the Rotary Field in Purley be designated a Local Green Space.

Telephone: 0207 219 8026
Email: chris.philp.mp@parliament.uk
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