Chris Philp MP
speaks at one of
the most upbeat
PWRA AGMs for
years!

News from the…
I write this just a few days after the
Association’s AGM. It was a very positive
meeting and I am now more optimistic for
the Association’s future. Regular readers
of the PWRA Journal and more recently
the monthly PWRA News will know that we
have been crying out for volunteers to
strengthen our committee.
Well, at the AGM we had no less than five
volunteers come forward and one member,
Andrew Gammie, has taken over the
important role of Planning and
Environment and also as PWRA Editor.
Thank you Andrew.
At the AGM we were fortunate in having
our MP Chis Philp attend and say a few
words. My word we are lucky in having
such an active and innovative MP – new
ideas and actions just fly off him. You can read in the AGM report (please see pages
4 - 6) about his proposal for a referendum for directly elected council leader and his
actions regarding business rates, rail travel etc.
However it is not all good news – I have heard that the Purley Baptist Church Mosaic
Place development, which was referred back to the Secretary of State, may now be
subject to another Public Enquiry, which will result in yet another lengthy delay –
together with the prospect of an unsightly boarded up site at the southern approach
to Purley for the foreseeable future.
I was also afraid that I was going to be announcing bad news about libraries in the
borough. At the time of the AGM there were rumours that a number of Croydon
libraries were under threat of closure. However, I am delighted to say that these
rumours were just that, rumours.
In the latest issue of Your Croydon, the regular council publication delivered to
homes in the borough, Cllr. Tony Newman, Leader of the council, in his leading
article, says, “…we have approved ambitious plans to invest in and upgrade all 13 of
our libraries, ensuring that they will be a fantastic resource for generations to come.”
In another part of Your Croydon it was reported that the library improvement project
was already in hand, with Selsdon, Norbury and Thornton Heath libraries all being
refurbished over the next 12months. And a new flagship library will be created in the
Clocktower building in Katherine St.
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We need your email address!
Members who have already provided the PWRA with their email address will be
emailed these online publications as soon as they are issued. Those members who
have not yet provided Jeff Hunt, our Membership Secretary
(membership@pwra.co.uk), with their email address will be able to access these
online publications through the PWRA website (www.pwra.co.uk).
However we are hoping that the majority of the Association’s membership will
provide Jeff Hunt their email addresses through the year for the convenience of
getting the latest Purley News in their inbox automatically. I strongly recommend
that if you have not already provided us with your email address you consider doing
so as soon as possible.

PWRA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE & EDITORIAL CONTACT
HON. PRESIDENT: Graham Bass
HON. VICE PRESIDENT: Beryl Gascoigne
CHAIRMAN: Cllr. Badsha Quadir, email: chair@pwra.co.uk tel: 8668 3672
VICE CHAIRMAN & TREASURER: Andrew Frazer, 14 Hereward Ave, Purley
CR8 2NN
tel: 8660 0676 email: enquiries@frzr.com
SECRETARY: Chris Lewis, email: secretary@pwra.co.uk
PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT: Andrew Gammie, email: planning@pwra.co.uk
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: Jeff Hunt, 10 Grovelands Road, Purley CR8 4LA
tel: 8763 2420 email: membership@pwra.co.uk
PWRA News editorial team, email: andrewg8279@gmail.com
PWRA website address: www.pwra.co.uk
The PWRA News is published by the Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association, whose objects are to protect
the interests and to preserve and improve the amenities of the district. Full details of the Constitution and Rules
of the PWRA are available on request. Disclaimer: The PWRA tries to run an open forum, thus the views and
opinions expressed in this publication do not necessarily accord with the policy of the Association. Every attempt
is made to ensure that the content is factually correct, but accuracy must not be assumed and no responsibility
can be taken for any action arising in the case of error or otherwise. Also the PWRA cannot warrant any
statements made by advertisers, nor are any products or services guaranteed or endorsed by the publishers.
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Purley & Woodcote Residents’ Association AGM

The Association’s 84th Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday June 18 at
Christ Church, Purley. While the number of members attending was less than in
previous years it was an interesting and lively meeting.
After Hon. President Graham Bass’s opening address PWRA Chairman Badsha
Quadir, gave his report:
“It is my pleasure to welcome you to the PWRA’s 84th Annual General Meeting. I
would also like to welcome Chris Philp, our energetic MP, who will speak after the
AGM and will answer any questions you may have of him.
Before I go into more details about the Association’s year I would like to thank the
members of the PWRA committee and our local councillors, both of who have been
a great help to me in my first year as chairman.
Sadly this year we lost Pat Hewitt, after a long illness bravely borne. Pat served on
the PWRA committee for many years. I should also like to give special thanks to
Beryl Gascoigne who has hosted all of the committee meetings this year. Due to
illness Beryl is not here this evening, but we wish her well.
Moving on to the Association’s year 2018/2019. As, has become the norm in recent
years, it has been a very challenging time thanks to the vast number of new planning
applications - and the fact that we have had to do much more with reduced
committee resource. I will come back to both these points in a moment.
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The ongoing Purley Baptist Church saga continued during the year. You will
remember that thanks to Chris Philp’s efforts, after a nine-day public enquiry in
February last year, this scheme was called in by the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government.
There was then a long delay, till December 2018, when the Secretary of State
announced his decision. This overrode the Planning Inspector’s recommendation for
approval and overturned the Council’s decision to grant planning permission for the
development.
Then, earlier this year, the Secretary of State’s decision to refuse planning
permission for the Purley Baptist Church site was quashed and a judicial review
hearing, set for April was not required.
The application has now been referred back to the Secretary of State for
reconsideration – and that is the situation at the moment, though Chris Philp may be
able to provide further news.
Aside from this, in the last year, the PWRA area has been subject to a flood of
planning applications for new homes (mainly flats) in all parts of its area. The council
has been set a target by central government to building some 33,000+ new homes
by 2036 – and there is the strong possibility that the Greater London Authority will
add to Croydon’s burden by doubling the number of new homes that will have to be
built in the borough.
Which brings me to the shortage of volunteers to serve on the PWRA committee –
which is the smallest it’s been for more than 20 years – and it’s average age has
risen, as the majority of its members are now over 70 years of age.
This situation is not new, but it is now so critical, it is no exaggeration to say that
without a number of new volunteers now to take up key roles, the Association will
have to cease to operate or seek amalgamation with another Residents’ Association
by the end of 2019.
Our President Graham Bass has been our acting Planning Officer since Tarsem
Flora’s death in 2017. Graham needs assistance in this role – yet despite many
urgent appeals for a deputy planning officer, no one has come forward.
Andrew Frazer, the Association’s Vice Chairman and long-serving Treasurer, would
like to pass his financial role on to a new volunteer and our Vice President and Editor
Phil Reed is standing down from the committee after some 20 years’ service. So, as
a matter of urgency we now need:- a deputy planning officer
- a treasurer
And if we had further willing volunteers the committee could deal with other matters
that concern members such as the state of Purley town centre. Thus, the answer to
this knotty problem lies in the hands of the membership.”
Badsha then asked whether any of the members attending would be prepared to
volunteer for the PWRA committee and, wonder of wonders, five volunteers came
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forward to help (details next month). In addition Andrew Gammie has volunteered to
take over as Planning Officer and as the PWRA’s editor. Beryl Gascoigne has
agreed to become Hon. Vice President.
The officers of the new committee were elected unanimously and are as follows:
Hon. President: Graham Bass
Hon. Vice President: Beryl Gascoigne
Chairman: Cllr. Badsha Quadir
Vice Chairman & Treasurer: Andrew Frazer
Secretary: Chris Lewis
Planning & Environment: Andrew Gammie
Membership & Data Protection: Jeff Hunt
Editor: Andrew Gammie
The Association’s sound financial position
Andrew Frazer, the Association’s Vice Chairman and Treasurer, ran through the key
factors of the Association’s 2018 accounts. At £2,785.03 income was marginally up
on the previous year, while expenditure of £3,521.19 was less than that of the
previous year. As a result the Association had accumulated general funds of
£14,150.63.
Andrew was asked how long the annual subscription had been at £5.00. He thought
it was about 20 years – and explained that it was better to keep a steady, but lower
income stream, rather than risk increasing the subscription.
Terry Hewitt, the Association’s Hon. Auditor was thanked for his work and
unanimously re-elected for the forthcoming year in this role.
PWRA Constitution revised
In his role as the Association’s Vice Chairman Andrew Frazer said that to reflect the
current size of the committee the PWRA Constitution needed amending. He
proposed the following amendment, which was passed unanimously:
Management of the Association shall be by an Executive Committee, consisting of
four Officers (Chairman, Vice Chairman, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer) and at
least three, but no more than 20 members.
A regular Newsletter will be published on our website.
Membership stable
Jeff Hunt, the Association’s Membership Secretary, reported that membership had
remained steady during the year. As a result the PWRA membership remains at 550.
Then, in his role as Data Protection Officer, Jeff reiterated that the Association
conforms with the requirements of the Data Protection Act – an important
consideration given PWRA’s drive to collect members’ email addresses.
As such the limited data that the Association holds on its members is secure,
regularly updated and onlyused for the postal and/or electronic distribution of the
PWRA News and one-to-one correspondence with members regarding the renewal
of their subscriptions.
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Phil Reed - lost for words!
During the AGM there was a surprise announcement. The Vice Chairman told the
meeting that the PWRA committee was making a presentation to Phil Reed to thank
him for his long service to the PWRA.
Phil, who after some 20 years on the committee, including three years as Chairman,
a year as Hon. Vice President and 18 years as Editor, was standing down at the
AGM.
Phil was completely surprised – a fact that made reporting his response easy to
record: “Unusually,” he said, “I am lost for words, thank you very much.”
Chris Philp, MP

At the end of the AGM business our MP Chris Philp addressed the meeting and took
questions. Chris first gave a brief review of his recent activities, as they affected
Purley. These included him taking up the complaints of the Purley Business
Improvement District regarding the high level of Business rates on shops in the town.
Chris Philp repeatedly lobbied the Chancellor of the Exchequer on this matter and
has been successful in obtaining a one third business rate reduction for small
businesses throughout the country (please see page 7 for more details).
Chris then referred to the onslaught of planning applications in Purley – particularly
those where a family house is demolished and replaced by a block of nine flats. He
said that 95% of all planning applications in the London Borough of Croydon are
approved, in many cases in the face of strong local resident protest.
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As such developers are now targeting the London Borough of Croydon, buying up
family homes and replacing them with predominantly blocks of up to nine one and
two bedroom flats, with perhaps a token three bed flat. Chris Philp said that Purley
needs family homes rather than too many flats.
Instead Croydon should have a policy of “brownfield first” development, which he
estimates would meet the borough’s housing needs for some 10 to 12 years. Chris
Philp has led protests against Croydon’s planning policy and has exhausted all other
alternatives – to no avail. Among the proposals dismissed by the council was that for
say three local planning committees within the borough.
Now Chris is examining - and he says there is a mechanism available – a process to
have a directly elected Mayor of Croydon. Needless to say the council is against this
proposal. To have this set up this, in simple terms, requires 5% of the borough’s
residents to ask for a referendum on this matter – Chris hopes to have more news on
this in a few weeks.
Chris also reported that the situation on Southern Rail has improved. However, while
the associated track work in connection with the expansion of London Bridge Station
has been completed there remains the problem of the major bottleneck that is East
Croydon station. There has been some government compulsory purchasing of
properties here, but it will take some £2 billion to provide the capacity upgrade that
East Croydon requires.
Chris Philp then took questions from the floor.
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Cutting business rates for high street businesses
Chris Philp, Member of Parliament for Croydon South
A campaign started by Purley shopkeepers has led to a business rates cut for every
small shop in the country. About a year ago, a number of shopkeepers from Purley
met me and raised the question of high business rates, especially when faced with
competition from ﬁrms such as Amazon.
I then lobbied the Chancellor repeatedly on this point. As part of last year’s budget,
the Chancellor announced that business rates will be cut by third for all small shops
compared to current plans. Shops with a rateable value under £51,000 will be
eligible, which means most high streets shops will be entitled to the rates reduction.
The Treasury has estimated that 90% of high street retailers stand to benefit from
this reduction.
At the same time, the very largest online companies who have been paying very little tax will
have to pay a £400 million per year Digital Services Tax bill from April 2020, to help level the
playing field.
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Philip Hammond, thanked me and two other MPs during
his budget, saying “If Britain’s high streets are to remain at the centre of our community life,
they will need to adapt. Today, we support them to do so, responding to calls from across
this House, especially from Justine Greening, Damien Moore and for Chris Philp.”

RSPB Croydon, Croydon Local Group
The RSPB Croydon Local Group has announced its programme up to November
2019, to include the following talks:
Monday, Sept 9 2019: “Transatlantic Travels” – Mike Mockler looks at wild life in
some of his favourite places in the Americas, among them Costa Rica, the
Galapagos Islands, Jamaica, Canada and Patagonia. Birds range from glittering
forest gems like the resplendent Quetzal to Snowy Owls and the Andean Condors.
Mammals include Elephant Seal, three species of Sea Lion, Orca, Humpback Whale,
Moose, Elk, Wolf and Puma.
Monday October 14, 2019: “Hedgehogs Update” – by Dr Pat Morris. The future
Well-being of the Hedgehog is threatened like never before, so it is a real pleasure
to have Pat back in Croydon to update us on the plight of this most little mammal.
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Monday November 11, 2019: “Falklands” – by Jackie Garner, one of Britain’s finest
wildlife artists. Over 30 years wildlife and art have combined to indulge Jackie in her
personal long-term interests in bird watching and nature, as this jaunt to the far-flung
Falkland Islands will show.
For more information please contact John Davis: 020 8640 4578 or
www.rspb.org.uk/groups/croydon
All talks are held on the second Monday of each month, at 2pm and again at 8pm, in
Whitgift Sports Club, Croham Manor Rd, off Croham Rd, South Croydon, CR2 7BG.
Admission is £4.00, everyone is welcome and there a free refreshments.

Purley Rotary Showcase success
In June a cross section of Purley residents attended a Purley Rotary Showcase at
Purley Sports Club. Attendees were able to get an insight of ‘Rotarians in action’
whether locally, nationally or on the global stage.
Rotarians were on hand to explain
works and projects undertaken
since Purley Rotary started back in
1923, whilst answering any
questions raised. Those attending
were also invited to engage more
closely with Purley Rotary by getting
involved by suggesting, promoting
and/or helping with future
community projects. At the same
time Purley Rotary are seeking to
up the game in offering practical
help within the community.
Rotary president Dr Frank Hardiman welcomed and thanked all those that attended
and was pleased to receive brief endorsement talks from Jennifer Mollett (ChairSouth East Cancer Help Centre), FayeToner (Founder Trustee of Spread Some
Sunshine) and John Pestell (Chair-MIND in Croydon). We also heard from Tracy
Bellamy (Croydon Council - Street Champions) and how Croydon’s is tackling
environmental issues such as keeping local streets clean. Anyone interested in
learning more about Rotary should visit: www.purleyrotary.com
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